
Application Process
2027 Certification as a Program of Program of Excellence in Engaged Scholarship
Office of Outreach and Engagement at The Ohio State University
To apply for certification, please respond to the following prompts/questions. Please complete the prompts below and submit via email as a PDF to Assistant Vice Provost Nicole Nieto at engage@osu.edu by Dec. 18, 2026. PDF should be saved as Last Name_First Name.  
Nominees will be reviewed and scored based on the criteria below. We also request applicants include links to or attach requested supporting materials. The Office of Academic Affairs will certify projects annually. The top 3 ranked programs of excellence will each receive a monetary award of $1,000.
Program Name: 
Criteria 1 - Reciprocity: Please describe how the program meets the criteria of robust reciprocity. How did the community contribute to and benefit from the project’s development, implementation or outcomes? 
(200 words maximum)
Criteria 2 - Student Enrichment: How did engagement activities enhance the ability of OSU students to assume future positions of leadership in the context of community engagement? (Only respond if student training/engagement is applicable to the project). 
(200 words maximum)
Criteria 3 - Community Improvement: How did engagement activities improve community processes, conditions or outcomes or address challenges identified by community members? 
(200 words maximum)
Criteria 4 - Programmatic Sustainability: How did the project address long-term needs for resources and leadership to continue, sustain, or expand activities in collaboration with community partners?
(200 words maximum) 
Criteria 5 - Capacity Building: How did the project increase the capacity of individuals and organizations in the community to act or advocate to meet community needs? 
(200 words maximum)
Criteria 6 - Proactive Engagement and Cultural Competency: How did the project seek to lower barriers to engagement for community partners? How were university stakeholders/participants supported in assuring cultural competency and in understanding community context? 
 (200 words maximum)
Describe your project and community impact in a succinct way that can be shared in promotional materials and on our website:  
(50-100 words)
Community Partner Information:
Please provide contact information for community partners. The Office of Outreach and Engagement will be in contact with community partners to verify engagement activities. 
Contact 1: 
Contact 2: (if applicable)
Contact 3: (if applicable)
Contact 4: (if applicable)
Supporting Supplemental Materials (Optional):
Please provide links of up to six supporting or supplemental materials (or attach materials to your submission email). Supplemental materials can include the following: media or press releases, website materials, presentations or reports, multimedia materials (photography, video or other multi-media resources). 
Supplement 1: 
Supplement 2: (if applicable)
Supplement 3: (if applicable)
Supplement 4: (if applicable)
Supplement 5: (if applicable)
Supplement 6: (if applicable)
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